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The Tung-Shih-Chiao Mass Grave and Lin Shuang-Wen Revolt
Abstract

The 921 earthquake in 1999 uncovered more than twenty thousand human skeletons at
the ruins of Pao-An Temple in Tung-Shih county This study corroborates the original
site of the mass grave and traces its cause to Lin Shuang-Wen revolt. The Earth Ox
border and the foothills demarcated the three tiers ethnic space regime in Qing Taiwan.
It constituted governance deployment based on the territorization of ethnic groups—
Chinese, Plain Aborigines (Cultivated Aborigines), and Mountain Aborigines (Raw
Aborigines). The shaping of the Cultivated Aborigines Buffer Zone quarantined both
Chinese and Raw Aborigines. However, the quarantine of Chinese encroachment on
aboriginal territories backfired and unintendedly led to illegal cross-border reclamation,
the formation of frontier folk forces, and thus the eruption of an island-wide rebellion,
the Lin Shuang-Wen revolt (1787-1788). The massacre of Lin Shuang-Wen troop at their
last stand in Tung-Shih-Chiao was conducted by the mobilized Atayal Raw Aborigines
militia. This event has not been unveiled until now in this study.
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